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Setting Standards for Hoof Preparation
BY BOBBY MENKER
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ne of the best ways to
prepare for the practical
portion of the AFA
certification test is to study the
guidelines set forth in the AFA
pamphlet “Guidelines for
Evaluating Farrier Competitions
and Certifications” and incorporate
them into your everyday shoeing.
The accompanying photographs
outline proper hoof prep as
desired for certification as well
as illustrating some of the
common errors seen by examiners. It is important to note
that all hoof prep must be
completed and will be judged
before you can proceed to the
next step of nailing on the shoe.
The benefits of integrating
these guidelines into your daily
shoeing are twofold. Not only
will you gain experience that
will help you formulate your
game plan for test day, but the
principles outlined in the guide
result in a nice, solid shoeing,
definitely an asset to your business.
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Photos 1,2,3: It has been 7 weeks since the last shoeing. The foot runs forward and carries a medial
toe flare.
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Photo 4: Clean bulb and heel
area. Start to establish the
widest portion of the frog using
the angle of the heel.

Photo 5: Paring the frog, keep it
neat and smooth. Keeping the
knife straight up allows you to
establish a solid frog.

Photo 6: Prep the sole. You
want it to be smooth and not
weakened by over-paring. Bars
should be solid and the sole
should not give to thumb
pressure.
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AFA Hoof Prep Scoring Categories
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You need a score of 56 to proceed to next stage
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What’s New at
Kerckhaert?
The New

SX-7
Rim Shoe.
Sizes 000 through 2
front & hind now
available.
(800) 468-2879 or (502) 633-5767
Visit our website at:
www.farrierproducts.com
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Photo 7: Check how the foot centers around the
frog. Note how the toe pulls to the medial side.
Photo 8: The foot was trimmed with the nippers
and the heels were brought back to the widest
portion of the frog.
Photo 9: Check balance by using the long axis
of the leg.
Photo 10: Level the foot trying to establish a
flat surface to have solid contact with a flat
shoe.
Photo 11: Check for a flat surface.
Photo 12: Use edge of finish file or rasp to check
dishes and flares.
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Photo 13: Using the fine side of the finish
file. Try to improve the natural shape of
the hoof and remove any deep gouges or
rasp marks in the wall.
Photo 14: Sand block the wall and the
back of the heel area to smooth everything.
This helps to give a nice finished
appearance.
Photos 15 & 16: These show the finished
job. The wall is smooth and straight with
no deep rasp marks or gouges. The
edges are smooth and rounded so that
there is no injury to yourself, the horse or
the examiner. The toe is not dubbed and
the dishes and flares have been dressed
without endangering the nailing job.
Photo 17: Lateral view, resetting the same
shoes. Shows how much improvement
was made through good hoof prep.
Photo18: Posterior view showing heel
support with the fetlock in the center of the
hoof. The shoe fit in the last two photos
are not to certification standards.
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BELLOTA PROVIDES TWO SMART CHOICES -YOU DECIDE.

Top
Sharp

Classic
The tradition of excellence continues.
(800) 833-5085 (510) 460-0373
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The mistakes shown in photos 19-24 would result in scores less than 6
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RELIABILITY AND
PERFORMANCE

Photo 19: The frog is
over- pared. The knife
was laid over against
the frog when it was
cut. The sole is not
pared smooth. There is
a knife mark left in the
toe area and the bar
and heel area are left
untouched.
Photo 20: The foot has been trimmed out of balance. The
bulb area has been left untouched.
Photo 21: The bottom of the foot is not level. There is a gap
in the toe and quarter area.
Photos 22 & 23: The dish in the toe hasn’t been dressed.
Deep rasp marks are left in the wall. The heel area hasn’t
been touched and the edge is not smooth.

Bloom Forge/Breckenridge Tools
Exceeding the ordinary
(800) 468-2879 (502) 633-5767

Photo 24: You will be stopped for drawing blood, unless an
AFA examiner feels that it could not be helped. m
Bobby Menker is a farrier from Findlay, Ohio. He is currently serving as one of the
Examiners for the American Farrier's Association certification program.
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Straight Bar or Egg Bar?
Previous issues of the
Natural Angle have
discussed the use and
application of bar shoes.
The focus has been primarily on the egg bar or
combination egg/heart
bar shoe. In recent years,
the egg bar has been the
most widely used bar
shoe. This is partly a
result of the general
move to give horses more
support, especially in
situations where the use
of the horse puts tremendous
strain on the support
apparatus.
The straight bar,
which is also a commonly
used shoe, does not offer
as much of the support
that is gained from using
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the egg bar. However, it
can be useful in providing
protection for the hoof. If
you have broken bars,
corns, navicular bursa
inflammation or chronic
heel pain, this may be a
useful shoe. The idea
behind the straight bar is
to alleviate impact in
critical areas. It might
also aid in stabilizing the
hoof in the case of a
fractured coffin bone.
Fit the shoe as you
would an open shoe. It is
important that your bar
be the same width and

New
Products
thickness of the shoe. Be
very careful not to have
any bar pressure on the
frog or bars. The pictures
shown here illustrate the
results of modifying an
egg bar to a straight bar.
This modification is done
just like squaring the toe
of a shoe. Understand
that the additional length
of the egg bar may require
you to drop a size to have
the correct fit. m

Chaptap T-Tap and
Cleanout Tool
The new Chaptap brand
tools offer reasonably
priced and effective tools
for the farrier or owner that
has to deal with stud holes.
The plastic handles are
designed for a good, comfortable grip and the steel is
of excellent quality.

Cleanout Tool

ChaptapT-Tap

