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JUST A
REMINDER

Purpose made, top of the range suede.  Made from
ox hide, the Superthistle apron has been specially
designed for use by farriers.  It retains its moisture
and will leather-up with use. Strong and supple
without excess weight.  Waist adjusts with 2" buckle.

Gibbins Tear-Away Superthistle

Gibbins Tear-Away and 
Tear-Away Hipster Flamemaster
Combines state of the art technology in flame
retardant finishing with the hardwearing and
aesthetic properties of cotton rich polyester blends.
Waist adjusts with 2" buckle.

facebook.com/FarrierProductDistribution
farrierproducts.com/blog
youtube.com/farrierproducts
farrierproducts.com/fieldguide

Connect with FPD & Join
the Conversation

NEW! Kerckhaert
Chameleon Rasp
Handle
The Kerckhaert Chameleon is a drive
on rasp handle; ergonomically
designed to fit and work comfortably.  The handle is constructed
of a red plastic material. The pricing on this handle is very
competitive with similar styles in the market.

Gibbins Replacement 
Belt Strap Now Available
Replacement belt straps for the Gibbins tear-away aprons are
now available at a farrierproducts™ dealer near you.

New Videos
Evaluating Limb Deviations &
Trimming the Foot
This is a continuation of a group of
clips dealing with conformational
issues with solid advice on
determining type of deviations and
developing a plan for the trim and shoeing if needed. Mike
Wildenstein, CJF FWCF (hons) once again shows why he is
considered one of the top educators in the farrier industry.

View on YouTube at » https://youtu.be/F8bbUQau9tg

Front Shoeing for Rotational
Deviation
This clip works through the front shoe
choice and application for the front
feel done in the trim video published
in early summer of 2015. Michael
Wildenstein, CJF, FWCF (hons)
explains how and why he applies Kerckhaert Classic Rollers, with
modifications, to help with the conformational deviations of this
particular horse.

View on YouTube at » https://youtu.be/6KOpAo-X7EI



Common Sense and
Lubrication Extend Tool Life

Read more articles at www.farrierproducts.com/farrieryARTICLE FROM THE NATURAL ANGLE VOL 6 ISSUE 1

1,2&3. Moderate wear, good time to
rebuild.  4. The blades make contact
but stop doesn't, notice uneven cut.
5&6. Severe wear, may not be
salvaged.  7. Stop area should be
cleaned regularly.  8. Tool is chipped,
probably from cutting nails.  9&10.
Rebuilt nipper will perform like new.  

PROPER TOOL CARE IS ESSENTIAL FOR PROFESSIONAL FARRIERS TO
DO THEIR BEST WORK. Just two things shorten the life span of a
tool:  lack of proper lubrication and misuse of the
tool.  Just stop and think how many times you
open and close a nipper on each hoof.  On the
average if you worked on 5 horses a day, 5 days a
week, 50 weeks a year, over a 4 year period you
will have opened and closed a nipper 1.5 million
times.  That is just one tool, now include pulloffs,
clinchers, nail pullers, nail cutters and you can
see how hard your tools work for you.

Get in the habit of thoroughly cleaning your tools
every few days.  Take each tool and slosh it
around in a water bucket.  Wipe it completely dry
and spray with WD-40 or a similar product.
Wipe again and then add a few drops of light
lubricating oil (4-In-One, gun oil, etc.) around the
rivet area.  This will keep the rivet and rivet hole
lubricated, because a dry rivet will shorten the life
of your tool.  On a dry tool, either the rivet will
wear first, or the rivet hole will become too large.
This will lead to the tool becoming loose and
sloppy, causing misalignment of the blades on
nippers, unnecessary wear and loss of efficiency.

Filing hoof nipper stops reduces their efficiency
by causing the blade edges to angle downward
instead of being flat.  If you hold up a closed
nipper to the light you will see the slightest gap.
Now, squeeze the reins together and there should
be no gap.  If you see one then your nippers are
not going to cut cleanly, and will start to tear
through a hoof instead of cutting through it.  It is
time for a rebuild.  Also, make absolutely sure the
stops are clean.  If there is dirt or hoof material
on the stops, the blades will not close properly.

It is extremely important to recognize when you need to send a
tool in to be rebuilt.  Since you use your tools as an extension

of your arm, often excessive wear is not noticed
until it is beyond the time when the tool should
have been rebuilt.  Pay close attention to the
condition of your tools.  When it becomes
apparent that a rebuild is needed, get it done
promptly.  Putting off a rebuild causes irreparable
damage; thereby reducing the number of times a
tool can be rebuilt.

Remember:  A rebuild will cost half, or less, than
the price of a new tool.

A hoof nipper is for cutting hooves not barbed
wire, boulders, or for pruning trees.  If you

happen to contact a nail in a hoof, either cut
around it, or cut straight through it.  Avoid
“rocking” or twisting your nipper as you may chip
the blade.  Your driving hammer is not a “spare” to
use on roofing or fencing projects:  use each tool
for what it was designed for.

You need to find the tool that works right for you.
A 15” nipper might seem better because it is
bigger, but that does not mean that it is the most
efficient tool for you.  Try different sizes of nippers
until you find one that feels right.  Tools are very
individual and personal things.  Your tools are
yours and yours alone, and what works for you
may not work for someone else.

One way to keep from damaging your tools is to
remember that no matter how bad your day has
been, don’t throw your tools at the horse, the
client, or your shoeing box.  There is no better way
to harm good tools and make your day worse. ■
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7. 8. 9. 10.

KEEPING YOUR TOOLS
CLEAN AND WELL OILED
WILL EXTEND LIFE AND
MINIMIZE RIVET WEAR.

Nippers in three stages,
good, bad and ugly.

BY DAN BRADLEY


